How are children affected by domestic violence?

· They exhibit "failure to thrive" symptoms even as infants.

· They may exhibit "general aggressiveness" or violence to siblings or the "victim parent" in ways that emulate the abusive parent.

· They may exhibit a pattern of "over-compliance" and fearfulness.

· They often suffer from low self-esteem.

· They often suffer poor health.

· They may have poor impulse control.

· They often experience academic problems.

· They live frequently "disrupted lives" when the victim is forced to flee the home.

· They, along with their mothers, comprise nearly 40% of the homeless population in the U.S.

· They are sometimes injured during violent incidents in the home or the family vehicle.

· They are more often abducted by the abuser parent than other children.

· They may have a fear and distrust of close relationships.

· They may become conflicted in taking sides with parents.

· They experience confusion over correct behavior.

· They experience psychosomatic complaints, i.e., stomachaches, headaches, stuttering, anxiety, fear, etc.

· They experience "night terrors" (waking up screaming in the night).

· They may wet the bed.

· They kill themselves more often than children who do not live with abuse.

· They are likely to repeat learned behaviors.

· They blame themselves for the violence or the inability to stop it and protect the victim parent.

· They often experience PTSD (post-traumatic stress disorder).

· They are more likely to be victim of child physical and sexual abuse, most often by the abuser parent and less often by the victim.

· They are four times as likely to be arrested eventually.

· They are more likely to abuse alcohol and drugs.

· They are more likely to engage in antisocial behavior.

· They are more likely to commit crime against other persons and sexual assaults.

